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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  the  District  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  112,315  acres 

Number  of  Parishes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  50 

Rateable  Value  1/4/57  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £211,321 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  at  31/3/58  ..  ..  ..  ..  £849  9s.  Od. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Book  . .  . .  9,815 

Estimated  mid-year  Home  Population  ..  ..  ..  ..  28,140 

Census  Population  1951  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  25,522 


The  district,  which  is  agricultural  in  character,  extends  from  the  parish  of  Gamlingay  in  the 
West  to  Carlton  parish  in  the  East,  a  distance  of  some  30  miles,  and  has  a  common  boundary  with 
parts  of  the  counties  of  Huntingdon,  Bedford,  Hertford,  Essex  and  Suffolk. 

It  is  favourable  to  arable  farming  which  varies  with  the  location,  from  the  market  gardening 
district  of  the  lower  greensand  outcrop  in  the  North  West  to  the  chalk  marls  round  Melbourn  and 
Meldreth  which  supports  fruit  growing,  to  the  corn  and  sugar  beet  area  of  the  chalk  hills  to  the  South 
and  East. 

Industries  in  the  area  are  mostly  connected  either  directly  or  indirectly  with  agriculture.  There 
are  exceptions  however;  Sawston  has  industries  of  a  divergent  nature  and  comparatively  large  numbers 
of  workers  are  employed  in  leather  and  paper  manufacture.  There  is  every  indication  that  this  parish 
will  become  urbanised  as  fresh  industries  are  established. 

Due  to  the  combination  of  the  parishes  of  East  Hatley  with  Hatley  St.  George  and  Wendy  with 
Shingay  the  total  parishes  in  the  district  now  number  50. 


Birth  Rate  18.0 

(Corrected)  20.2 

Death  Rate  11.3 

(Corrected)  8.8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  21.7 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the 

South  Cambridgeshire  Rural  District  Council 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/58  dated  13th 
January,  1958. 


Vital  Statistics 

The  population  of  your  district  has  again  increased  from  27,980  to  28,140.  One  of  the  highest 
birth  rates  recorded  for  the  district  was  attained  during  the  year  at  20.2  live  births  per  thousand 
population  ;  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  being  16.1.  There  was  a  fall  in  the  death  rate  from 
9.8  to  8.8  deaths  per  thousand  population  ;  on  the  other  hand  the  infant  mortality  rate  suffered  one 
of  its  unaccountable  rises  moving  from  12.8  to  21.7  deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  live  births. 
Of  the  eleven  infant  deaths  recorded,  nine  took  place  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life  emphasising  the 
importance  of  concentrating  our  efforts  at  prevention  towards  this  vital  period.  The  still  birth  rate 
was  unchanged  at  26.9  per  thousand  live  and  still  births.  In  general  these  figures  can  be  considered 
satisfactory. 


Infectious  Disease 

The  most  notable  occurrence  during  the  year  was  the  high  incidence  of  whooping  cough,  the  number 
of  cases  notified  exceeding  the  figure  recorded  in  any  previous  post  war  year  ;  the  majority  of  the 
cases  occurred  in  the  first  third  of  the  year. 

Of  the  four  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified,  three  were  amongst  U.S.A.F.  children  transferred  from 
other  areas  to  Wimpole  Park  U.S.A.F.  Hospital.  Vaccination  against  poliomelitis  continued  during 
the  year  under  the  Ministry’s  scheme,  administered  by  the  County  Council  as  local  health  authority. 
Supplies  of  British  made  vaccine  did  not  meet  demand  and  vaccine  made  in  North  America  and  retested 
in  this  country  was  also  issued.  This  enabled  the  special  classes  offered  vaccination  by  the  Ministry 
to  be  increased. 


Sanitary  Circumstances 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  the  progress  made  in  the  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme,  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  Melbourn  Sewerage  Scheme,  the  marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  hutments  occupied 
and  the  again  increased  amount  of  time  the  public  health  inspectors  spend  on  meat  inspection.  The 
year  has  indeed  been  full  of  activity. 

Housing.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  families  inhabiting  ex-service  hutments  from  135  to 
47  is  most  welcome.  Now  that  the  back  of  this  trying  problem  is  broken  it  is  hoped  that  more  atten¬ 
tion  can  be  given  to  the  problems  relating  to  the  permanent  housing  in  the  district.  Much  legislation 
exists  enabling  old  properties  to  be  improved  one  way  or  another,  and  the  advent  of  mains  water 
supplies  to  the  remaining  parishes  in  the  district  should  give  new  impetus  to  the  raising  of  housing 
standards.  The  need  for  bungalow  accommodation  for  old  people  remains  unsatiated. 

Water  and  Sewerage.  The  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme  proceeds  apace.  Its  advent  will 
enable  property  owners  and  school  authorities  alike  to  effect  modernization  schemes. 

The  completion  of  the  Melbourn  Sewerage  Scheme  is  welcome  ;  it  now  remains  to  ensure  that 
full  benefit  is  taken  of  this  amenity. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  here  that  early  in  1958,  the  Gamlingay  Sewerage  Scheme  was  started. 

Food  Hygiene 

The  whole  subject  of  food  hygiene  is  one  very  much  in  the  public’s  mind  today.  The  achieve¬ 
ment  of  the  majority  of  the  structural  improvements  in  premises  following  the  1955  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  is  well  nigh  complete.  There  comes  now  the  long  pull  of  educating  those  working  in  the 
food  trades  not  only  in  the  best  use  of  the  facilities  provided  but  also  in  the  care  of  foodstuff’s  and, 
finally  and  most  important,  the  need  for  their  own  scrupulous  personal  hygiene.  This  educational 
programme  is  slow  and  unspectacular,  but  it  is,  nevertheless,  the  one  sure  way  of  reducing  the  number 
of  food  poisoning  incidents  recorded  annually. 
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Whereas  the  whole  district  now  enjoys  a  milk  supply  which  is  either  pasteurized,  Tuberculin 
tested  raw,  or  sterilised  it  cannot  be  emphasised  too  often  that  raw  milk  can  be  the  vehicle  for  many 
other  harmful  germs  as  well  as  those  giving  rise  to  tuberculosis  and,  therefore,  the  efficient  pasteuriza¬ 
tion  of  all  milk  for  human  consumption  must  be  the  ultimate  goal  to  be  aimed  at  on  public  health 
grounds. 

The  future  policy  regarding  slaughter  houses  remains  indeterminate  and,  therefore,  unsatisfactory. 
The  avowed  government  policy  of  moderate  concentration  has  been  dropped  and  authorities  such  as 
our  own  who  did  their  best  to  observe  the  Minister’s  wishes  when  decontrol  took  place  in  July  1954, 
under  the  impression  that  not  very  good  premises  would  have  a  short  life,  now  find  themselves  wonder¬ 
ing  whether  they  will  ever  see  legislation  enabling  them  to  enforce  satisfactory  slaughtering  facilities 
in  their  districts.  The  hard  work  and  enthusiasm  of  the  public  health  inspectorate,  perhaps  unfortu¬ 
nately,  provides  a  cloak  to  the  need  for  realistic  legislation. 

The  apparent  continued  increase  in  the  presence  of  Cysticercus  bovis  in  beasts  signifies  that  these 
animals  are  being  exposed  to  infection,  probably  in  their  pastures,  since  they  can  only  acquire  these 
cysts  by  themselves  consuming  the  eggs  of  the  human  tape  worm  Taenia  saginata.  Of  the  incidence 
in  man  in  this  country  of  this  parasite  we  know  very  little.  The  thought  cannot  be  avoided  that  the 
distribution  of  nightsoil  from  cesspool  emptiers  on  to  land  where  cattle  may  have  accesss  could  be  a 
contributing  factor.  Since  the  eggs  of  the  tape  worm  can  pass  through  sewage  works  it  is  possible  for 
them  to  be  present  in  streams  where  cattle  water.  There  is  also  a  possibility  that  the  eggs  can  be 
distributed  by  other  agencies  after  they  have  been  excreted  by  man.  It  is  in  this  field  of  enquiry  rather 
than  the  tracing  back  of  individual  beasts  that  useful  information  is  likely  to  be  acquired. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

Although  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1957  may  not  apparently  have  great  signifi¬ 
cance  to  rural  authorities  it  must  be  emphasised  that  in  combating  air  pollution  every  little  contribution 
helps.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council  will  not  delay  over  long  the  adoption  of  the  byelaws  govern¬ 
ing  the  type  of  solid  fuel  appliance  fitted  in  new  properties. 

Staff 

Mr.  Hoyle  and  his  staff  have  had  an  exacting  year.  Not  least  of  their  problems  is  that  associated 
with  maintaining  100%  meat  inspection  without  deleteriously  affecting  other  statutory  duties.  Once 
again  I  record  my  thanks  for  their  willing  help  at  all  times. 

The  support  you  and  your  Chairman  have  given  the  department  during  the  year  has  been  much 
appreciated  and  our  thanks  are  here  recorded. 


July ,  1958. 


1  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  A.  TYSER,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

(The  mid-year  home  population  is  used  for  the  statistical  calculations) 

LIVE  BIRTHS 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Totals 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 
Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.12) 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

STILL-BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still-births 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  (England  and  Wales) 

DEATHS 

Death  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 
Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.78) 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Totals 


(Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  are  shown  in  brackets) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  one  year  per  t 
Infant  Mortality  Rate.  (England  and  Wales) 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  four  weeks 
Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths 

Maternal  Deaths.  (Deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion) 
Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

Respiratory  Male  Nil  Female  Nil 

Non-Respiratory  Male  Nil  Female  Nil 
Deaths  from  whooping  cough 
Deaths  from  measles 
Deaths  from  pneumonia 
Deaths  from  influenza 
Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

CERTAIN  COMPARATIVE  RATES 


*  BIRTH  RATE 
* DEATH  RATE 
INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 


Male 

Female 

Total 

251 

240 

491 

11 

5 

16 

262 

245 

507 

,  , 

. 

18.0 

•  . 

*  •  •  •  •  • 

20.2 

•  • 

•  • 

16.1 

Male 

Female 

Total 

7 

7 

14 

7 

7 

14 

.. 

26.9 

•  • 

•  • 

22.4 

Male 

Female 

Total 

187 

130 

317 

•  • 

•  •  .  .  .  . 

11.3 

•  • 

•  •  .  .  ,  . 

8.8 

e 

•  • 

11.5 

Male 

Female 

Total 

9(7) 

— 

9(7) 

2(2) 

— 

2(2) 

1 1  (9) 

— 

11(9) 

own  in 

brackets) 

lousand  live  births 

21.7 

.  # 

•  •  .  .  •  • 

23.0 

per  thousand  live  births) 

17.8 

. . 

18.3 

2 

Nil 

63 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

13 

3 

Nil 


1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

15.0 

18.8 

15.4 

16.3 

16.8 

18.0 

11.6 

11.5 

12.6 

11.8 

12.7 

11.3 

5.1 

10.0 

30.5 

19.8 

12.8 

21.7 

(2) 

(5) 

(13) 

(9) 

(6) 

(ID 

i  brackets  are  the 

number  of  infant  deaths  in  each 

year. 
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TABLE  CLASSIFYING  DEATHS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Under  1  year  . . 

1  and  under  2 

2  and  under  5 
5  and  under  15 

15  and  under  25 
25  and  under  35 
35  and  under  45 
45  and  under  55 
55  and  under  65 
65  and  under  75 
75  and  over 

Totals 


Male 

Female 

Total 

11 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5 

— 

5 

3 

3 

6 

8 

2 

10 

31 

17 

48 

45 

40 

85 

82 

68 

150 

187 

130 

317 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Medical  Off  icer  of  Health 

“  The  Cambridgeshire  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Order  1951  ”  provided  for 
the  appointment  of  a  medical  officer  of  health  to  the  Chesterton,  Newmarket  and  South  Cambridge¬ 
shire  Rural  District  Councils.  Under  present  arrangements  this  officer  is  also  appointed  deputy 
county  and  school  medical  officer  to  the  Cambridgeshire  County  Council. 

It  is  convenient  to  record  here  that  from  1st  January,  1958,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has 
held  an  honorary  consultant’s  appointment  in  social  and  preventive  medicine  at  Fulbourn  Hospital. 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

Mr.  Hoyle  continues  as  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  assisted  by  Mr.  Cocks  and  Mr.  Allison. 
Laboratory  Facilities 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  Cambridge. 
The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge,  undertake  bacteriological  and  biological  examinations 
of  milk  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  supplies,  and  all  necessary  examination  in  cases  of 
infectious  disease. 

Hospitals 

There  are  no  General  Hospitals  situated  in  the  area.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  sent  to  the  Cambridge  City  Isolation  Hospital.  The  old  Poor  Law  Institution  at  Linton 
is  now  shared  between  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  Cambridgeshire  County 
Council;  the  former  having  the  use  of  eighty  beds  for  the  chronic  sick,  the  latter  95  beds  for  use  under 
Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASE)  REGULATIONS  1953 

Under  these  Regulations  a  special  provision  is  made  to  facilitate  the  investigation  and  control  of 
outbreaks  of  ‘  Food  Poisoning  ’  (which  includes  typhoid  fever,  paratyphoid  fever,  or  other  salmonella 
infection,  dysentery  and  staphylococcal  infection  likely  to  cause  food  poisoning)  in  that  (a)  the  existing 
provisions  regarding  the  prevention  of  a  person  suffering  from  food  poisoning  infection  from  continuing 
in  or  entering  into  an  occupation  connected  with  the  preparation  and  handling  of  food  or  drink  are 
now  extended  to  include  ‘  carriers  ’  of  food  poisoning  infections,  (b)  local  authorities  may  authorise 
their  medical  officer  of  health  to  issue  on  their  behalf  notices  where  required  to  effect  (a)  immediately 
if  he  thinks  it  necessary  and  then  report  such  action  to  his  authority  as  soon  as  possible. 

Such  authority  has  been  given  to  the  medical  officer  of  health  but  has  not  so  far  had  occasion  to 
be  used. 
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MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 
Annual  case  incidence  and  deaths,  1947-57 


Ye 

i 

A.RS 

Disease 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Total 

1957 

Measles 

Cases 

Deaths 

111 

405 

34! 

30 

522 

116 

676 

13 

203 

350 

2,767 

74 

Whooping 

cough 

Cases 

Deaths 

91 

96 

130 

1 

64 

1 

181 

105 

61 

129 

1 

58 

86 

1,001 

3 

215 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1957 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

The  215  cases  notified  which  mostly  occurred  in  the  first  twenty  weeks  of  the  year  represented 
the  biggest  number  recorded  in  any  post  war  year.  The  worst  part  of  the  epidemic  was  between  the 
6th  and  17th  weeks  but  there  was  also  a  smaller  outbreak  between  the  28th  and  34th  weeks. 

MEASLES 

Only  74  cases,  as  compared  with  350,  were  notified  this  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

Twenty  five  cases  were  notified  the  majority  occurring  in  the  second  half  of  the  year.  Ten  of 
the  cases  occurred  in  Sawston,  the  remainder  in  various  villages  in  the  district. 

POLIOMYELITIS 

Of  the  four  cases  notified,  only  one  was  resident  in  the  area  and  was  a  case  associated  with  para¬ 
lysis. 

The  other  three  cases,  one  of  which  suffered  paralysis,  were  amongst  children  of  families  of  U.S.- 
A.F.  personnel  stationed  outside  the  area  but  transferred  to  and  notified  from  the  U.S.A.F.  hospital 
at  Wimpole  Park. 

MENINGOCOCCAL  INFECTION 

The  three  cases  notified  were  children  admitted  from  other  areas  to  the  U.S.A.F.  hospital  at 
Wimpole  Park. 

ACUTE  ENCEPHALITIS 

Of  the  three  cases  notified,  one  was  from  the  U.S.A.F.  hospital,  Wimpole  Park,  the  other  two 
occurred  in  the  same  village  about  6  weeks  apart;  no  other  cases  were  discovered. 

FOOD  POISONING 

Six  cases  in  all  were  notified.  Three  cases  occurred  in  one  village  after  a  party  but  no  causal 
organism  was  isolated.  Two  cases  of  Salmonella  enteritidis  occurred  in  one  family  but  the  source 
was  not  discovered.  There  was  also  one  sporadic  case  of  Salmonella  typhi-murium. 

INFLUENZA 

Influenza  is  not  a  notifiable  disease.  During  the  summer  information  was  available  in  this 
country  that  a  pandemic  of  influenza  was  spreading  from  Eastern  countries:  this  was  referred  to  as 
“  Asian  influenza  ”.  In  the  county  arrangements  were  made  to  ascertain  when  the  pandemic  reached 
Cambridgeshire.  A  more  comprehensive  picture  of  events,  in  the  light  of  the  illness  not  being  noti¬ 
fiable,  is  obtained  by  considering  the  effect  of  the  invasion  on  the  County  as  a  whole.  From  the 
weekly  figures  of  new  claims  for  sickness  benefit  which  are  received  from  the  local  offices  of  the  Ministry 
of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance,  it  appeared  that  about  the  17th  September  the  County  began  to 
be  invaded.  The  weekly  sickness  figure  rose  at  that  time  by  more  than  30%  and  continued  to  rise 
steeply  until  1st  October,  when  it  was  double  the  normal  figure:  by  the  middle  of  November  the 
major  part  of  the  pandemic  in  this  county  was  over.  To  begin  with  the  illness  was  more  prevalent 
on  the  County  boundaries  and  in  the  City  of  Cambridge,  but  eventually  all  areas  were  affected. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS,  1957 


Age  in  years 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic  Non-Paralytic 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Totals 

Under  1  year 

_ 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

1  year — 

— 

12 

— 

1 

6 

— 

1 

20 

2  years — 

1 

13 

— 

1 

6 

— 

— 

21 

3  years — 

1 

32 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

39 

4  years — 

2 

20 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

28 

5—9  years 

19 

107 

— 

— 

32 

— 

1 

159 

10—14  years 

2 

18 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

35 

1 5 — 24  years 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

5 

25  and  over 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Totals 

25 

215 

2 

2 

74 

— 

3 

321 

1956  Totals 

14 

86 

4 

1 

350 

2 

1 

458 

Acute 

Acute 

Food 

Puerperal 

Age  in  years 

Pneumonia 

Encephalitis 

Erysipelas 

Poisoning 

Pyrexia 

Totals 

Under  5  years 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 — 14  years 

2 

1 

— 

4 

— 

7 

1 5 — 44  years 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

45 — 64  years 

3 

— 

1 

2 

— 

6 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

9 

3 

1 

6 

2 

21 

1956  Totals 

11 

1 

5 

1 

1 

19 

TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  three  male  and  three  female  respiratory  cases  and  one  male  case  of  non-respiratory 
tuberculosis  were  notified  for  the  first  time.  Four  respiratory  cases  previously  notified  elsewhere  were 
transferred  to  the  district.  On  balance  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  seven  fewer  respiratory  cases  and 
five  fewer  non-respiratory  cases  on  the  register. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Respi / 
Male 

‘atory 

Female 

Non- Respiratory 
Male  Female 

To 

Male 

tal 

Female 

1.  Number  of  Cases  on  Register  at  commence¬ 
ment  of  year 

47 

32 

11 

10 

58 

42 

2.  Number  of  Cases  notified  for  first  time  during 
year  under  Regulations 

3 

3 

1 

4 

3 

3.  Cases  restored  to  Register 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Cases  added  to  Register  otherwise  than  by 
notification  under  Regulations — 

(a)  Transferred  from  other  Districts 

4 

4 

(b)  From  Death  Returns 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Number  of  Cases  removed  from  Register 

13 

4 

2 

4 

15 

8 

6.  Number  of  cases  remaining  on  Register  at  end 
of  year 

41 

31 

10 

6 

51 

37 

8 


AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION 

RESPIRATORY  AND  NON-RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  ON  REGISTER  31.12.57 


Age  Group 

Resp. 

Male 

Non- Resp. 

Female 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Total 

Non-Resp. 

Grand  Total 

0—15 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

6 

15—25 

7 

1 

8 

1 

15 

2 

17 

25—35 

5 

4 

7 

1 

12 

5 

17 

35—45 

13 

1 

8 

1 

21 

2 

23 

45—55 

5 

— 

4 

— 

9 

— 

9 

55—65 

6 

1 

2 

— 

8 

1 

9 

65  and  over 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

7 

TOTALS 

41 

10 

31 

6 

72 

16 

88 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47 

No  action  was  needed  under  this  section  during  the  year. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  50 

No  action  was  needed  under  this  section  during  the  year. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections  recorded  during  the  year: — 

TOTAL  INSPECTIONS  RECORDED  .  4,663 

Complaints  Investigated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  208 

General  re-inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  144 

Housing: 

General  Inspections  including  survey  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  300 

Re-inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  494 

Infectious  Diseases: 

General  Investigations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  68 

Number  of  Premises  Disinfected  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Verminous  Premises  and  Persons: 

Premises  Disinfested  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Water  Supply: 

Inspections  and  Investigations  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  116 

Visits  re.  water  sampling  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  214 

Visits  re.  Chlorination  tests  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Milk  and  Dairies: 

Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Stores  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Milk  Distributors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Visits  re.  Milk  Sampling  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  52 

Food  and  Drugs  Act: 

Inspection  of  Food  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  786 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  45 

Catering  Establishments  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  66 

Ice-Cream  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  38 

Other  Food  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  133 

Public  Houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  51 

Food  Conveying  Vehicles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Shops  Act  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Factories  Act: 

Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  58 

Inspections  re  Means  of  Fire  Escape  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Moveable  Dwellings  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  97 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  including  Depot  Visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  275 

Drainage  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  669 

Sewage  Disposal  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  49 

Petroleum  Storage  Regulations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  172 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served  (Public  Health  Act)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  in  respect  of  Housing  Defects  (Housing  Acts)  . .  .  .  . .  Nil 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  under  various  Acts  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  188 
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HOUSING 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year : — 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  defects  (Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Acts)  . .  . .  375 

Dwelling-houses  rendered  reasonably  fit  after  informal  action  ..  ..  ..  ..  159 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


Housing  Act  1936 

Sections  11  and  13 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Dwelling-houses  demolished  due  to  formal  action: — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Dwelling-houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Undertakings  in  respect  of  dwelling-houses  represented  as  unfit  under  section  1 1 : — 

(a)  Undertaking  given  by  owner  to  make  fit  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(b)  Undertaking  given  by  owner  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  18 

Section  12 

Separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made. .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Part  IV — Overcrowding: — 

New  cases  of  overcrowding  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Cases  abated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Housing  Act  1949 

Section  3 

Closing  Orders  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing  Orders  substituted  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953: — 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  9 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  . .  . .  . .  4 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954 

Section  5 

Demolition  Orders  revoked  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  •  •  Nil 

Housing  progress  during  the  year 

Houses  erected  by  the  Council . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ••  ••  140 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  30 


Permanent  Houses  Built  by  the  Council  1946 — 1957 

Year 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Total 

Houses 

26 

34 

68 

128 

140 

157 

130 

180 

217 

171 

148 

140 

1,539 
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The  repair  and  improvement  of  cottage  properties  in  the  rural  district  is  not  as  extensive  as  one 
would  wish  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  if  the  Rent  Act  1957  will  assist  property  owners  sufficiently  to 
achieve  this  purpose.  The  Act  has  two  main  effects: — 

(a)  It  frees  from  rent  control  houses  above  certain  levels  of  rateable  value. 

(b)  It  allows  limited  increases  in  the  rents  of  houses  still  under  rent  control. 

Arising  from  the  operation  of  this  Act  seven  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  have  been 
received  from  tenants.  In  all  cases  excepting  one  the  landlords  have  intimated  their  intention  to 
carry  out  repairs  within  the  prescribed  period  of  six  months. 

The  greatest  influence  in  bringing  about  improvement  to  the  majority  of  dwelling  houses  is  the 
provision  by  the  Council  of  piped  water  supply  and  sewerage  facilities  to  the  villages.  Financial 
grants  under  the  Housing  Acts  play  their  part  and  the  Architect  reports  that  up  to  31.3.58  a  total  of 
118  dwellings  have  been  improved  since  the  Housing  Act  1949  became  law  and  that  grants  paid  amount 
to  £34,500. 

The  clearance  of  unfit  houses  proceeds  and  it  is  the  Council’s  policy  to  close  dwellings  either  by 
Closing  Order  or  by  accepting  Undertakings  from  owners  not  to  re-let  until  the  houses  are  made  fit, 
in  preference  to  the  making  of  Demolition  Orders.  Subsequently  a  goodish  number  of  houses  are 
improved  to  the  Council’s  satisfaction,  usually  after  a  change  of  owner,  and  the  Closing  Order  or 
Undertaking  cancelled. 

The  number  of  families  living  in  converted  H.M.  Forces  hutments  has  been  substantially  reduced, 
there  now  only  remain  47  families  at  31.3.58  as  against  135  for  the  previous  year.  After  the  general 
abolition  of  hutments  some  families  will  remain  in  retained  huts  until  their  particular  housing  prob¬ 
lems  can  be  resolved. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

One  additional  site,  for  6  residential  caravans,  has  been  licensed  and  apart  from  an  existing  site 
licence  for  16  caravans,  there  are  73  caravans  in  respect  of  which  licences  have  been  issued.  No 
particular  problem  has  arisen  in  their  control  during  the  year, 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

At  the  time  of  reporting  the  comprehensive  water  supply  scheme  is  in  progress.  A  million 
gallon  reservoir  at  Heydon  is  under  construction  and  several  miles  of  mains  are  being  laid.  The 
scheme  will  bring  into  operation  the  new  borehole  at  Dotterell  Hall,  Fowlmere,  supply  the  8  parishes 
still  dependent  on  public  pumps  and  private  supplies  and  eventually  link  up  with  the  water  sources  at 
Sawston  and  in  the  western  area. 

Water  Main  Extension 

A  small  extension  of  approximately  1,800  yards  of  3 "  main  has  been  laid  in  Horseheath  to  provide 
a  supply  to  a  farm  and  cottages. 

Public  Pumps 

Few  public  pumps  now  remain.  The  Council  has  resolved  that  expenditure  shall  not  be  incurred 
on  their  maintenance  in  parishes  already  provided  with  a  piped  supply.  A  replacement  public  pump 
was  installed  in  Ickleton  parish  and  repairs  carried  out  to  the  one  at  Hinxton. 

Sampling 

The  chemical  and  bacteriological  purity  of  the  public  piped  supplies  throughout  the  district  is 
of  a  high  standard.  Initial  chlorination  at  the  various  boreholes  safeguards  against  possible  con¬ 
tamination  at  the  source.  The  three  unfit  samples  referred  to  in  the  table  were  found  on  the  pipeline 
and  not  at  the  source  of  supply  and  were  due  to  a  local  disturbance. 

All  public  supplies  are  sampled  every  month  as  a  matter  of  routine. 
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PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Particulars  of  Population  and  Numbers  of  Dwelling  Houses  supplied  from  Public  Water  Mains: — 


Parish 

Acreage 

Population 

Census 

1951 

Number  of 
dwellings 
(Rate  Books) 
as  at  31/3/58 

Number  of 
dwellings 
supplied 
as  at  31/3/58 

Source  of  Water  Supply 
and  quantity  pumped 

31/3/58 

Sawston  . . 

1,898 

2,133 

1,032 

1,015 

Sawston  bore  (Chalk  water) 
31,988,000  gallons  per  year 

Balsham 

4,550 

662 

248 

236 

Bartlow  . . 

377 

73 

27 

26 

Carlton  . . 

2,415 

266 

89 

76 

Castle  Camps 

3,184 

509 

191 

177 

Linton  bore  (Chalk  water) 

Great  Abington 

1,588 

503 

188 

187 

76,705,000  gallons  per  year. 

Hildersham 

1,511 

148 

64 

52 

Horseheath 

1,922 

328 

135 

121 

Linton 

3,817 

1,608 

632 

604 

Little  Abington  . . 

1,309 

280 

108 

91 

Shudy  Camps  . . 

2,362 

240 

92 

90 

Weston  Colville 

3,235 

334 

133 

113 

West  Wickham 

2,931 

327 

117 

110 

West  Wratting 

3,543 

424 

141 

127 

Abington  Pigotts 

1,237 

142 

43 

41 

Arrington 

1,407 

648 

194 

106 

Plus  15  hutments  supplied  from 

Barrington 

2,282 

497 

180 

150 

R.A.F.  bore  on  site. 

Bassingboum 

3,204 

2,554 

626  (184) 

531 

Croydon  . . 

2,734 

223 

77 

73 

Fowlmere 

2,272 

769 

254 

183 

Mains  supply  to  part  of  village. 

Foxton  . . 

1,752 

567 

219 

157 

Gamlingay 

4,460 

1,575 

563 

469 

Guilden  Morden 

2,599 

552 

214 

185 

Croydon  bore  (Lower  greensand 

Hatley 

2,200 

150 

54 

52 

water)  and  ex  R.A.F.  bore  Fowl- 

Kneesworth 

879 

133 

33 

14 

mere  (Chalk  water)  146,543,000 

Litlington 

2,172 

778 

270 

233 

gallons  per  year. 

Little  Gransden 

1,920 

280 

99 

98 

Longstowe 

1,544 

240 

68 

61 

Melboum 

4,480 

1,408 

593 

454 

Meldreth 

2,513 

654 

306 

275 

Orwell 

2,083 

525 

212 

207 

Shepreth  . . 

1,318 

438 

168 

118 

Shingay  cum  Wendy 

1,791 

119 

49 

49 

Steeple  Morden  . . 

3,846 

642 

244 

176 

Tadlow  . . 

1,743 

107 

33 

25 

Whaddon 

1,515 

196 

138  (58) 

130 

Wimpole 

2,468 

239 

67 

51 

Great  Eversden  . . 

1,400 

175 

62 

57 

Chesterton  &  St.  Ives  Joint  Water 

Kingston 

1,907 

158 

59 

53 

Board  (Lower  greensand  water) 

Little  Eversden  . . 

790 

236 

95 

89 

5,715,000  gallons  per  year. 

Great  Chishill  . . 

2,542 

332 

119 

116 

Saffron  Walden  R.D.C.  (Chalk 

Heydon  . . 

1,425 

151 

57 

53 

water)  4,853,000  gallons  per  year. 

Little  Chishill 

1,216 

82 

33 

22 

Babraham 

2,387 

226 

119 

— 

No  Public  Piped  Supplies 

Duxford 

3,239 

1,469 

356 

— 

100  Council  houses;  Piped  supply 
from  bore  at  adjacent  factory. 

Hinxton  . . 

1,564 

274 

97 

— 

Ickleton  . . 

2,700 

613 

227 

— 

22  Council  houses;  Piped  supply 

Pampisford 

1,607 

340 

111 

— 

from  bore  on  site. 

Thriplow 

2,501 

386 

245  (110) 

— 

Whittlesford 

1,976 

_ 

809 

334  (31) 

20  Council  houses;  Piped  supply 
from  bore  on  site. 

Figures  in  brackets  are  included  in  the  main  figure  and  represent  R.A.F.  dwellings. 
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Supplies  from  3  public  pumps  showed  evidence  of  contamination.  In  one  case,  at  Fowlmere, 
it  was  possible  to  erect  a  public  standpipe. 

Several  supplies  to  Council  house  sites  were  also  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  One  such  supply 
was  replaced  by  a  new  borehole  and  pump,  the  other  will  be  abandoned  with  the  coming  of  the  piped 
water  supply. 

The  sampung  of  private  supplies  usually  resulted  from  complaints  received  from  consumers. 
Measures  were  taken  to  improve  unsatisfactory  supplies  where  connection  to  the  Council’s  mains  was 
not  possible. 


RESULTS  OF  WATER  SUPPLY  SAMPLES 


Type  of  Supply 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Public  Piped  Supplies 

Pumps  and  Independent  Piped  Supplies  to  Council 

122 

3 

houses 

28 

11 

Public  Pumps 

18 

11 

Private  Supplies 

15 

23 

REPRESENTATIVE  RESULTS  OF  WATER  ANALYSES  FROM  PUBLIC  SUPPLIES 


Examination 

Linton 

Bore 

Chalk 

Water 

Sawston 

Bore 

Chalk 

Water 

Croydon 
Bore 
Lower 
Greensand 
Water 
(After  iron 
removal) 

Fowlmere 

Airfield 

Bore 

Chalk 

Water 

Chesterton 
&  St.  Ives 
Joint  Water 
Board  Lower 
Greensand 
Water 
(After  iron 
removal) 

Saffron 

Walden 

R.D.C. 

Chalk 

Water 

Physical  Characteristics 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Faintly 

Good 

Reaction  (pH  value) 

7.0 

7.1 

7.4 

7.1 

Turbid 

7.4 

7.2 

Parts  per  100,000 

Chloride 

1.95 

2.45 

3.1 

1.95 

7.4 

1.75 

Ammonia  (free  and  saline)  . . 

0.0004 

Absent 

0.0748 

0.0014 

0.0878 

Absent 

Ammonia  (albuminoid) 

0.0042 

0.0004 

0.0016 

0.0024 

0.0048 

0.0018 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours 
at  37°C . 

0.0247 

0.0226 

0.0299 

0.0263 

0.0231 

0.0195 

Nitrates  (Expressed  as  Nitro¬ 
gen)  . 

0.75 

0.60 

Absent 

0.75 

Absent 

0.40 

Nitrites 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Poisonous  Metals 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Total  Hardness 

24.8 

27.8 

22.9 

23.9 

23.6 

27.7 

Microscopical  Examination  of 
deposit 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Mainly 

mineral 

None 

Bacteriological  Examination 
Coliform  organisms  in  100  mis 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

matter 

Absent 

Absent 

Number  of  micro-organisms 
per  ml  at  37°C. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  micro-organisms 
per  ml  at  21°C. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE 


The  sewering  of  Melbourn  village  has  been  completed  and  the  scheme  is  functioning.  Property 
owners  are  somewhat  slow  in  taking  advantage  of  this  facility  but  the  rate  of  connections  to  the  sewer 
is  dependent  to  some  extent  on  local  contractors’  labour  forces. 

Following  the  approval,  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  of  the  tender  for 
the  Gamlingay  sewerage  scheme,  the  contractors,  Messrs.  Lindum  (Lincoln)  Ltd.,  commenced  the 
work  in  January  1958. 

Little  can  be  added  to  the  remarks  made  in  last  year’s  report  on  the  proposed  Sawston  sewerage 
scheme  and  of  the  conditions  existing  at  the  present  disposal  works,  excepting  that  the  Minister  has 
confirmed  the  compulsory  purchase  order  for  the  siting  of  the  proposed  sewage  works  and  has  required 
a  revision  of  certain  proposals. 

It  has  been  another  busy  year  for  the  public  health  department  in  this  sphere  of  work  and  the 
visits  recorded  in  connection  with  drainage  are  669  against  450  for  the  previous  year.  All  new  drainage 
work  is  subject  to  inspection  and  test,  the  latter  either  by  water  pressure  or  smoke  pressure  test  and 
the  standard  of  workmanship  by  budding  contractors  in  the  area  has  generally  been  good. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  frequency  of  collection  throughout  the  district  has  not  been  altered  for  several  years  with 
42  parishes  having  a  collection  every  4  weeks  and  the  remaining  8  parishes  a  fortnightly  collection. 
The  service  is  not  quite  as  frequent  as  that  provided  by  other  rural  districts  in  the  County  but  never¬ 
theless  it  is  carried  out  most  economically,  the  rate  equivalent  for  the  financial  year  1957/8  being 
9'7  pence.  As  the  collection  is  kerbside  the  householders  co-operation  is  necessary. 

Four  tips  are  in  use  and  as  far  as  possible  controlled  tipping  is  carried  out.  Little  nuisance  has 
arisen  from  the  tips,  blowing  papers  being  perhaps  the  most  annoying.  Routine  disinfestation  by 
liquid  spray  maintains  the  tips  free  from  insect  nuisance  and  a  contractor  keeps  them  free  from  serious 
rat  infestation. 

Two  refuse  vehicles  are  employed  and  since  January  1958  a  new  16/18  cu.  yd.  capacity  rear  loading 
vehicle  has  replaced  the  10  cu.  yd.  side  loading  vehicle. 

In  July  a  fire  destroyed  the  engine  and  cab  of  one  vehicle  and,  but  for  the  fact  that  prompt  mea¬ 
sures  were  taken,  serious  damage  to  other  vehicles  in  the  Council’s  garage  may  have  ensued. 

Collection  and  Disposal  Statistics  for  Year  Ending  31.3.58 

Estimated  number  of  clearances  from  properties  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  171,500 

Number  of  loads  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,051 

Estimated  tonnage  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3,556 

Total  mileage  travelled  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  23,563 

Cesspool  Emptying  Service 

This  service,  whereby  cesspools  are  emptied  on  request,  is  firmly  established  and  the  Shelvoke 
&  Drewry  800  gallon  tanker  is  working  to  full  capacity.  The  charges  remain  the  same  at  35/-  per 
initial  load  for  private  premises  and  £2  per  initial  load  for  business  premises.  Locations  for  the 
disposal  of  tanker  contents  are  somewhat  less  difficult  since  use  is  made  of  the  sewage  works  at  both 
Linton  and  Melbourn  apart  from  the  sewage  works  on  the  hutment  sites.  However,  it  is  necessary 
to  avoid  long  hauls  in  order  to  keep  down  the  cost.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done 
during  the  year  ending  31.3.58. 


Private  Work 
Cesspools  Loads 

Council  Work 
Cesspools  Loads 

Total 

Mileage 

400 

563 

186 

559 

12,150 
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Night  Soil  Collection 

The  absence  of  a  night  soil  collection  by  the  Council  throughout  the  district  apparently  causes  no 
general  hardship.  A  locai  firm  undertakes  to  empty  pails  on  payment  and  in  part  of  one  village, 
which  is  particularly  built-up,  the  Council  carry  out  a  weekly  collection  by  private  contractor. 

Pest  Destruction 

With  the  use  of  modern  insecticides  the  householder  is  now  in  a  position  to  deal  effectively  with 
the  more  common  types  of  insect  infestation  and  few  requests  for  assistance  have  been  received. 
Seven  premises  were  treated,  mainly  for  flea  infestations.  Guidance  is  given  on  rat  and  mouse  destruc¬ 
tion  and  complainants  are  usually  referred  to  a  private  contractor.  The  Council  has  a  trained  rat 
catcher  who  is  employed  part  time  on  this  work  at  the  Council’s  sewage  works.  Refuse  tips  are 
periodically  inspected  and  rat  destruction  measures  are  undertaken  by  a  private  contractor. 

Rate  destruction  on  agricultural  land  and  in  farm  buildings  is  carried  out  on  payment  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food’s  organisation  but  at  the  time  of  reporting  the  Minister 
has  indicated  that  present  contracts  in  this  connection  will  be  run  down  and  no  further  contracts 
renewed. 


CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  FOOD  POISONING 

Investigations  by  the  department  have  been  principally  in  connection  with  scarlet  fever.  A  total 
of  68  visits  are  recorded  and  12  premises  have  been  disinfected. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  Clean  Air  Act  1956  makes  a  positive  approach  to  the  prevention  of  atmospheric  pollution. 
Part  of  the  Act  came  into  operation  on  3rd  December  1956  and  the  remainder  comes  into  force  on 
1st  June  1958.  The  main  purposes  of  the  Act  are: — 

(1)  To  prohibit  the  emission  of  dark  smoke  from  chimneys,  railway  engines  and  vessels,  subject 
to  certain  qualifications. 

(2)  To  prohibit  the  installation  of  new  industrial  furnaces  unless  they  are  capable,  so  far  as  is 
practicable,  of  being  operated  without  emitting  smoke. 

(3)  To  require  that  the  emission  of  grit  and  dust  from  existing  industrial  furnaces  shall  be  mini¬ 
mised  and  that  new  industrial  furnaces  burning  pulverised  fuel  or  substantial  quantities  of 
other  solid  fuel  shall  be  provided  with  grit  arrestors. 

(4)  To  empower  local  authorities,  by  order,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Minister  concerned, 
to  declare  “  smoke  control  areas  ”  in  which  the  emission  of  smoke  will  constitute  an  offence. 

Whilst  the  district  is  for  the  most  part  rural  in  character  one  part  is  tending  to  become  urbanised 
and  is  attracting  industry.  The  department  will,  therefore,  take  smoke  control  observations  as  a 
matter  of  routine.  The  Council  did  not  adopt  the  recent  model  building  byelaw  whereby  it  may 
require  the  provision,  in  new  buildings  only,  of  such  appliances  for  heating  or  cooking  as  are  suitably 
designed  for  burning  gas,  electricity,  coke  or  anthracite. 


CONTROL  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  AND  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 

There  still  remain  a  number  of  food  shops  and  public  houses  where  one  would  like  to  see  the 
abolition  of  hand  pumped  water  supply  together  with  that  of  the  pail  closet.  The  coming  of  the 
piped  water  supply  to  the  remaining  villages  should  help  in  achieving  this.  The  lack  of  incentive  to 
modernise  premises  where  this  facility  is  not  available  is  perhaps  understandable,  nevertheless  the 
standard  of  hygiene  throughout  these  premises  generally  is  good. 

Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  and  vehicles  conveying  food  have  continued  and  over  300 
visits  are  recorded. 
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Food  Shops,  Cafes,  Factory  Canteens  and  Food  Conveying  Vehicles 

A  considerable  amount  of  improvements  are  in  hand  and  the  works  completed  in  30  premises 
are  listed  below.  All  works  resulted  from  informal  action  and  occupiers  of  the  premises  are  to  be 
complimented  on  their  co-operation.  In  one  instance  the  management  of  a  factory  canteen,  catering 
for  several  hundreds,  decided  on  a  complete  kitchen  refit  and  repositioned  kitchen  equipment  to  better 
advantage. 


Provision  of  washhand-basins  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Provision  of  sinks  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Provision  of  additional  hot  water  supplies  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Drainage  improved  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Ventilation  improved  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Miscellaneous  structural  repairs  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Premises  cleansed  and  redecorated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Tables,  chopping  blocks  and  other  food  preparation  surfaces  renewed  7 

Soap,  towels,  nail  brushes  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Increased  storage  space  for  utensils  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Clothes  lockers  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Protective  head  covering  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Notices  affixed — advising  hand  washing . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

First  aid  equipment  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Miscellaneous  items  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 


Bakehouses 

There  are  13  bakehouses  on  the  register  all  comparatively  small  and  catering  for  the  surrounding 
neighbourhood.  Works  have  been  effected  at  six  premises  as  follows : — 


Washhand-basins  installed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Sinks  installed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Food  storage  facilities  provided  . .  . .  . .  .  3 

Food  preparation  tables  and  troughs  resurfaced  . .  . .  . .  5 

Premises  cleansed  and  redecorated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

First  aid  equipment  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Miscellaneous  works  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 


Public  Houses 


Fifty  one  visits  are  recorded  resulting  from  routine  inspections  and  inspections  in  connection 
with  works  of  repair  and  improvement.  Such  improvements  as  requested  by  the  department  com¬ 
pleted  at  7  premises  are  as  follows: — 


Improved  sanitary  accommodation 
Drains  repaired  and  amended 
Improved  glass  washing  facilities . . 
General  repairs 


5 

4 

5 
2 


Food  Premises  (Registered  under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955) 

Premises  used  for  the  sale  and  preparation  of  certain  foods  are  required  to  be  specially  registered. 
In  this  connection  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream  and  an  additional  registration  of  premises  for  the  manufacture  of  cooked  meats.  Inspections 
of  premises  and  any  consequent  improvements  are  recorded  under  Food  Shops. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  stands  as  shown. 

Fish  Frying  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  93 

Sausage  and  Cooked  Meat  Manufacture  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 
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Milk  Supply 

During  the  last  10  years  many  of  the  smaller  producers  have  given  up  production  and  the  tendency 
is  now  to  establish  larger  herds,  housed  in  improved  buildings,  with  the  employment  of  mechanical 
equipment. 

During  this  period  there  has  been  a  reduction  of  59  %  in  the  number  of  dairy  herds  but  the  number 
of  tuberculin  tested  herds  has  increased  from  19%  in  1948  to  the  present  day  figure  of  79%  i.e.  46 
herds  out  of  a  total  of  58.  This  change  can  be  attributed  to  several  factors  not  the  least  of  which 
was  the  new  legislation  introduced  in  1949  governing  milk  production  and  distribution.  A  further 
step  in  the  production  of  a  pure  milk  supply  will  be  achieved  in  1959  when  the  district  will  be  included 
in  a  Tuberculosis  Eradication  Area  and  all  cattle  will  be  required  to  pass  a  tuberculin  test. 


Biological  Examination  of  Milk  Samples  from  Dairy  Herds 


Milk 

Designation 

No.  of 
Dairy  Herds 
in  District 

No.  of  herd 
milk  samples 
submitted 

Representative 
No.  of  cows 

Myco. 

tuberculosis 

present 

Brucella 

abortus 

present 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

46 

28 

730 

Nil 

2 

Non-designated 

12 

6 

32 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

58 

34 

762 

Nil 

2 

From  the  consumers  angle  April  1958  saw  the  making  of  the  remainder  of  the  rural  district  a 
Specified  Area  and  it  is  now  an  offence  to  sell  milk  which  is  not  either  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  or  heat 
treated.  It  might  be  politic  to  point  out,  however,  that  milk  from  tuberculin  tested  herds  may  not  be 
devoid  of  germs  harmful  to  man  whereas  heat  treated  milk  is  pathogenically  sterile. 

The  routine  sampling  of  milk  from  dairy  herds  has  continued  but  owing  to  pressure  of  other 
duties  it  was  not  possible  to  sample  all.  Of  the  two  instances  where  Brucella  abortus  was  found  the 
milk  supply  was  already  being  pasteurised  before  distribution  and  no  formal  action  was  necessary. 
The  schools  in  the  district  are  supplied  with  designated  milk  and  seventeen  samples  were  submitted 
for  statutory  test — either  methylene  blue  reduction  or  phosphatase — and  all  passed. 

Only  one  contravention  against  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  was  noted  during  the  year  this 
being  the  sale  of  school  milk  in  a  dirty  bottle.  After  a  discussion  with  the  pasteuriser  it  was  decided 
to  take  no  further  action. 

There  is  only  one  registered  dairy  in  use  by  a  distributor.  The  regulation  whereby  pasteurised 
milk  may  only  be  bottled  on  the  premises  at  which  it  is  pasteurised  has  naturally  affected  the  number 
of  dairies.  There  still  remain,  however,  a  number  of  producer/retailer  dairies  which  are  registered 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  No  pasteurising  or  sterilising  plants  are  situated 
in  the  district. 

The  following  show  the  number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  permitting  the  sale  of  designated 
milk. 

Dealers  Licences 

Tuberculin  tested  milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Pasteurised  milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Sterilized  milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Supplementary  licences 

Tuberculin  tested  milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Pasteurised  milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Sterilized  milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 


Ice  Cream 

Snap  samples  and  temperature  checks  from  25  of  the  ice  cream  retailers  have  shown  that  this 
food  is  being  stored  and  sold  under  hygienic  conditions  and  that  the  requirements  of  the  Ice  Cream 
(Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  are  being  observed.  All  the  samples  were  placed  in  Grade  1. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  in  the  district  and  all  ice  cream  is  prewrapped. 
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Unfit  Foods 


Advice  was  sought  on  two  occasions  by  purchasers  of  unfit  food.  Both  foods  being  meat — one 
a  meat  pie  with  mould  growth  and  the  other  fly  blown  fresh  meat — suppliers  were  instructed  on  better 
safeguards  when  preparing  and  storing  such  foods  and  warned  that  further  offence  would  result  in 
statutory  action.  Small  quantities  of  other  unfit  foods  were  examined  after  requests  from  retailers, 
not  that  there  was  danger  of  such  foods  being  sold  but  rather  to  furnish  their  wholesalers  with  proof 
of  unfitness. 


Slaughter  of  Animals — Meat  Inspection 

There  has  been  no  diminution  in  the  amount  of  work  involved  on  meat  inspection  at  the  three 
privately  owned  slaughterhouses.  From  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  throughput  has 
increased  by  some  6,000  carcases  making  a  total  of  31,295  examined.  All  slaughtered  animals  were 
examined  and  as  the  total  hours  of  overtime  worked  by  the  public  health  inspectors  remained  constant 
at  about  480,  the  increased  slaughtering  detracted  from  the  time  spent  on  other  public  health  duties. 
For  the  financial  year  1957/8  the  Exchequer  Grant  towards  the  cost  of  meat  inspection  is  estimated  to 
be  £233  Os.  Od. 

The  Regulations  governing  the  standards  of  construction,  layout  and  equipment  for  the  purposes 
of  securing  humane  slaughter  of  animals  are  not  yet  on  the  statute  book.  One  hopes  that  there  may 
be  included  some  degree  of  local  authority  control  of  the  hours  during  which  animals  may  be  slaugh¬ 
tered. 

The  percentage  of  disease  found  in  animals  is  lower  than  in  the  previous  year  with  the  exception 
of  Cystericcus  bovis.  This  increase  has  generally  been  noticeable  throughout  the  country  since  the 
war  but  in  part  may  be  due  to  the  recently  adopted  improved  technique  of  examination  of  carcases. 
Regarding  the  disposal  of  these  carcases,  the  portion  found  to  contain  cysts  is  rejected  as  unfit  and 
the  remainder  of  the  carcase  is  frozen  at  14°F.  for  two  weeks  before  being  released  for  consumption. 
All  condemned  meat  is  stained  green  and  is  dispatched  to  a  local  firm  producing  fertilizers  and  pro¬ 
cessed  animal  foods. 

The  help  and  co-operation  received  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  and  from  the 
Veterinary  Investigation  Centre  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  in  examining 
pathological  specimens  is  greatly  appreciated. 

786  visits  to  slaughterhouses  on  meat  inspection  were  recorded  and  13  tons  of  meat  and  offal  were 
condemned. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  CARCASES  INSPECTED  AT  THE  THREE  PRIVATELY  OWNED  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  1957 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

965 

80 

79 

5581 

24590 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

965 

80 

79 

5581 

24590 

Nil 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  & 
CYSTICERCI 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

2 

12 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

128 

13 

3 

143 

2549 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

13.4% 

16.2% 

6.3% 

2.6% 

10.4% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

40 

7 

— 

921 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

4.1% 

8.7% 

1.27% 

_ 

3.7% 

_ 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

26 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

26 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

NUMBER  OF  ORGANS  OR 
PARTS  CONDEMNED— ALL 
DISEASES* 

Heads 

37 

6 

916 

Lungs  (Sets) 

35 

6 

1 

23 

2119 

— 

Hearts 

11 

3 

— 

2 

447 

— 

Livers  (Whole  or  part) 

135 

14 

1 

127 

375 

— 

Spleens 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Diaphragms 

4 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Kidney 

2 

— 

1 

1 

71 

— 

Other  parts 

608  lbs. 

10  lbs. 

11  lbs. 

48  lbs. 

430  lbs. 

— 

*These  figures  do  not  include 

instances  wh< 

ire  whole  care 

ases  and  all  o 

rgans  were  condemned. 

Slaughtermens’  Licences 

The  yearly  licences  in  force  number  21  and  for  the  most  part  cover  the  use  of  the  captive  bolt 
gun  and  electric  lethaler,  the  latter  for  use  in  connection  with  pigs  and  sheep.  No  contravention 
under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  has  been  reported. 
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Knackers  Yard 

One  establishment  is  licensed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955.  Part  of  the  business  carried 
on  involves  the  conversion  of  animal  carcases  and  offal  into  animal  foods  and  fertilizers.  Improve¬ 
ment  has  been  effected  in  the  conditions  prevailing  at  this  old  type  structure  by  the  construction  of 
new  plants  and  buildings.  The  suppression  of  noxious  effluvia  arising  from  the  processes  is  a  constant 
problem. 

The  annual  return  has  been  received  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 
Regulations,  advising  the  local  authority  of  the  number  of  horses  dealt  with. 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937—1948 

There  have  been  a  few  deletions  and  additions  to  the  register  during  the  year  and  the  figure  for 
the  total  number  of  factories  shows  a  slight  increase.  Unfortunately  it  was  not  possible  to  inspec  t 
all  the  premises,  but  as  the  majority  employ  power  driven  machinery  the  public  health  inspector’s 
duties  are  limited  to  the  supervision  of  sanitary  conveniences,  whereas  in  the  few  factories  not  employ¬ 
ing  power  driven  equipment  the  supervision  of  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation, 
lighting,  floor  drainage  and  sanitary  accommodation  come  within  his  purview. 

Fire  Escape — Section  34 

Certain  factories,  as  defined  in  the  Act,  are  required  to  have  a  certificate  from  the  local  authority 
approving  adequacy  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  Inspection  of  these  premises  is  carried  out  by  me  as 
authorised  officer,  in  collaboration  with  the  Cambridgeshire  Fire  Brigade  whose  services  are  appreciated. 
Eight  visits  are  recorded  and  two  factories  have  had  amended  certificates  issued  after  works  have  been 
completed.  The  required  works,  numbering  some  22  items,  included  the  provision  of  additional 
doors  and  staircases  etc. 

Twenty  factories  have  certificates  in  force. 

Water  Supply — Section  41 

One  licence  was  issued  in  respect  of  a  water  supply  obtained  from  a  private  source.  Fourteen 
factories  now  hold  such  certificates  approving  wholsomeness  of  water  supply. 

Outworkers — Section  110 — 111 

The  outworkers  on  the  register,  48  in  all,  are  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel,  mainly 
gloves.  No  routine  visits  have  been  made. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

9 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

74 

54 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  premises) 

6 

3 

— 

— 

Total 

89 

58 

5 

— 

21 


2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

No.  of  cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

8 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Total 

5 

9 

1 

1 

— 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

The  renewal  of  a  licence  to  keep  a  pet  shop  was  approved.  Conditions  attached  thereto  covered 
environment,  feeding  and  control  of  infectious  disease  of  pets  so  kept  for  sale. 


PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS 

All  new  storage  tanks  are  tested  and  installations  and  can  stores  inspected.  Insofar  as  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  flameproofing  of  electrical  equipment  associated  with  petrol  service  pumps  is  concerned  such 
duties  are  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 

During  the  year  the  Model  Code  of  principles  of  construction  and  licensing  conditions  was 
received  from  the  Home  Office  and  such  code  is  adhered  to,  in  toto,  in  the  case  of  new  installations. 
The  Petroleum  Spirit  (Conveyance  by  Road)  Regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  July  and  required, 
inter  alia ,  the  numbering  of  all  petrol  storage  tanks  and  the  issue  of  a  certificate  of  testing  by  a  licensee 
before  petrol  may  be  delivered  from  a  tanker.  Licensees  were  notified  as  to  these  requirements. 

The  relicensing  of  storage  installations  is  not  conditional  on  a  prerequisite  inspection  and  no 
routine  inspection  of  existing  installations  is  undertaken. 

When  necessary  to  submit  a  sample  of  spirit  or  petroleum  mixture  to  the  Abel  flash  point  test, 
the  Chief  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector,  City  of  Cambridge,  has  permitted  the  use  of  equipment 
and  I  record  my  thanks. 

Twenty-two  inspections  of  installations  are  recorded. 
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